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ANNOUNCEMENTSThe American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
AATS In Vivo Animal Models Course
Thursday, March 3, 2011
Bethesda, MD, and Baltimore, MD
The AATS Scientific Affairs and Government Relations
Committee has developed a new, one-day course on large
animal surgical models to be held on Thursday, March 3,
2011, the day prior to the Grant Writing Workshop, in
Bethesda and Baltimore, Maryland. This new program will
provide training to surgical investigators in relevant thoracic
and cardiac in vivo models. Program Directors Drs Bartley
Griffith and Keith Horvath will host a morning session at
the Bethesda Marriott on large animal heart failure models
and ex vivo pulmonary perfusion and lung regeneration
models. Leading and funded investigators will discuss their
experiences and preferences. In the afternoon, those choos-
ing the cardiac track will visit Dr Horvath’s laboratory at the
NIH for a live demonstration of his own animal heart failure
model, and those choosing thoracic track will visit Dr Grif-
fith’s laboratory at the University of Maryland to receive
hands-on experience with ex vivo perfusion. This new
full-day models course will provide established and newly
active investigators an opportunity to network and learn
alternative approaches. We hope that aspiring surgical
researchers will use the course to stimulate hypothesis gen-
eration and problem solving.
The deadline for registration for registration is Friday,
February 4, 2011. For additional information on the
program, housing, and to register, please visit www.aats.org.AATS Grant Writing Workshop
March 4, 2011, Bethesda, MD
Register Now, Deadline: Friday, February 4th
Organized by the AATS Scientific Affairs and Government
Relations Committee, the 2011 AATS Grant Writing Work-
shop will take place on Friday, March 4, 2011, at the
Bethesda Marriott in Bethesda, MD (9 miles from Washing-
ton, DC). This full-day program is designed for all levels of
academic cardiothoracic surgeons interested in applying for
grants. The workshop will provide attendees with a better
understanding of the complex nature of preparing and sub-
mitting grant proposals along with the techniques required
to ensure submissions are of the highest quality.
Through a didactic session, interactive panel discussions,
and a mock study session, attendees will work with well-
known leaders in cardiothoracic surgery and NIH Staff to
achieve the following:
 Create Career Development and Training Grants
Under the New NIH Guidelines for Applicants608 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surg Analyze Outcomes Research and Clinical Research
Networks
 Assess the Structure and Components of a Grant
 Identify Extramural Program and Funding Opportuni-
ties–NCI and NHLBI
The deadline for registration is Friday, February 4, 2011.
For additional information on the workshop program, hous-
ing, and to register, please visit www.aats.org.AATS Inaugural Mitral Conclave
May 5-6, 2011
Sheraton Hotel and Towers
New York, New York, USA
Program Director
David H. Adams, MD
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
New York, New York
Program Committee
Ottavio R. Alfieri, MD
Milan, Italy
W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr, MD
Greenville, North Carolina
Robert A. Dion, MD
Genk, Belgium
A. Marc Gillinov, MD
Cleveland, Ohio
Friedrich W. Mohr, MD
Leipzig, Germany
The 2011 MITRAL CONCLAVE will bring the world’s
leading figures in mitral valve disease together for two
days to discuss the latest information regarding management
guidelines, imaging, pathology, minimally invasive ap-
proaches, percutaneous approaches, surgical techniques,
devices, and long term results.Faculty presentations of the latest available data, techniques,
and state of the art reviews will be supplemented by abstract
and video presentations covering:
 Degenerative Valve Disease
 Mitral Regurgitation in Heart Failure
 Novel Repair Techniques
 Other Mitral Valve Disease
 Outcomes Following Mitral Valve Surgery
 Tricuspid Valve DiseaseLog on to the 2011 MITRAL CONCLAVE Web site at
www.aats.org/mitral to view the Preliminary Program and
faculty listing. Register by March 28, 2011, and save.ery c February 2011
AnnouncementsThe American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
Credits.The 91st AATS Annual Meeting
May 7–11, 2011
Pennsylvania Convention Center
Philadelphia, PA
Target Audience
The AATS Annual Meeting is specifically designed to meet
the educational needs of:
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons
 Physicians in related specialties including Cardiotho-
racic Anesthesia, Cardiology, Pulmonology, Radiol-
ogy, Gastroenterology, Thoracic Oncology, and
Vascular Surgery
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General
Surgical training programs
 Nurses, Physician Assistants, Perfusionists, and Allied
Health Professionals involved in the care of cardiotho-
racic surgical patients
 Medical students with an interest in cardiothoracic
surgery
AATS Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
Credit(s).
OPERATING ROOMS OF THE FUTURE: Hybrid
Technologies
Learn What 21st Century Operating Rooms Offer to the
Specialty of Thoracic Surgery
Interactive Exhibits–May 8–10, 2011
Educational Program–May 9, 2011
Program Directors
Raphael Bueno, MD
Brigham & Women’s Hospital
John Byrne, MD
Vanderbilt Heart & Vascular Institute
Building on the tremendous success of the Operating
Rooms of the Future: Hybrid Technologies exhibitsThe Journal of Thoracic and Caand the Building the Hybrid Operating Room of the Fu-
ture course held in Toronto, AATS members will once
again be able to experience what the 21st century has to offer
for thoracic surgery in Philadelphia in 2011.
The 2011 Operating Room of the Future displays and course
program will prepare the surgical community to take the lead
in the design, selection, and implementation of the surgical
environment in their hospitals.
The 2011 AATS Annual Meeting will once again showcase
two multi-purpose interventional operating room suites that
integrate digital imaging diagnostics, radiological, catheter-
ization, and surgical capabilities. The two Operating Rooms
of the Future: Hybrid Technologies will be constructed on
the exhibit floor.
Hybrid operating rooms allow surgeons and their colleagues
to perform combined open, minimally invasive, image-
guided, and/or catheter-based procedures in the same OR
in the same operative setting. These interdisciplinary, multi-
functional rooms bring technology to the patient with the
goals of maximizing patient care, improving overall out-
comes, and decreasing time in the hospital. According to Ra-
phael Bueno, MD, Associate Chief, Division of Thoracic
Surgery, Brigham & Women’s Hospital, Boston, ‘‘it is ex-
pected that the juxtaposition of technologies will allow for
innovation in surgical approaches and procedures unimagin-
able till now.’’
‘‘The hybrid OR is not just the combination of equipment
and technology into one procedural suite, but rather it is
the embodiment of a collaborative working environment.
This environment fosters the ability to think of new ways
to care for patients requiring complex procedures,’’ said
John Byrne, MD, Chair, Cardiac Surgery Department, Van-
derbilt Heart Institute, Nashville.
Siemens, Philips, and others will collaborate with AATS
to construct the Operating Rooms of the Future in the
Pennsylvania Convention Center during the AATS An-
nual Meeting. The equipment on display will be fully
operational and fully integrated to give attendees
a true life view of the functionality of a hybrid operating
room.EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: Building a Hybrid OR
of the Future
Monday, May 9, 2011
1:00 PM–5:30 PM
As an adjunct to the hybrid operating room displays in the
exhibit hall, the Building the Hybrid Operating Rooms of
the Future course program will give attendees thinking
about building a hybrid OR in their hospitals real liferdiovascular Surgery c Volume 141, Number 2 609
